
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Principal’s Message  
Welcome to the 2019 school year everyone. I trust our opening weeks have met or 

exceeded everyone’s expectations. The one thing that is for sure is that we have a 

beautiful new school in which we can plan to meet every child’s educational needs. 

We currently have around 540 students attending our school and we believe that 

will continue to increase. We have planned for this and each of our classes have 

room for growth. Hopefully we will not reach a situation where we need to 

restructure classes but, as mentioned in our briefings and communications to 

parents last year, this may be the case on occasions. 

I would like to thank all of our staff for supporting such a smooth start to the year and to our students, 

parents and community for being patient. 

Our final building project, the playground for our year one to six students was completed and I am sure 

everyone will agree that it has been worth the wait. As you will see from the picture of play on its first day 

open, it was spectacularly popular. Our next phase is to source funding for shade structures over this play 

area. 

On what turned out to be very busy day last Friday, the Minister for Education opened our new school. It 

was a very fitting ceremony that did justice to the amazing school we now have. The Minister was joined 

by other dignitaries such as our Local Member Mr Yaz Mubarakai, our new Director General of Education, 
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Ms Lisa Rodgers, fellow Principals and representatives of the building teams. See the pictures below. 

Thanks to everyone who helped facilitate this wonderful event. 

As we predicted in 2018, traffic in and around our school at busy times is challenging. However, if we all 

are patient, follow the direction arrows and use side streets and additional parking at venues such as 

Rossiter Pavilion it will work itself out. Can I ask everyone to be especially vigilant of children and families 

crossing the road and for parents to monitor their children carefully when travelling to school by foot, on 

bikes or skateboards. Everyone working together will make these busy times safer and easier to negotiate.  

The school is working with the city of Armidale, Main Roads Department and the Department of Education, 

Central office to establish 40km speed zones and cross walks in appropriate areas. 

NAPLAN Online 

In 2019, students in Year 3 and 5 will sit the NAPLAN online tests. NAPLAN online will provide better 

assessment, more precise results and faster turnaround of information. It will allow ‘tailored testing’ which 

gives students questions that are more suited to their ability – resulting in better assessment and more 

precise results.  It is planned that the assessments be run through a real-time internet connection or 

onscreen without an internet connection. 

 In preparation for this, Year 5 students will be taking part in a Platform Readiness Test this Friday. The 

Platform Readiness Test is designed to only test the school’s technical readiness not the student 

performance.  For this test student’s will be using the school’s iPad however, during the NAPLAN Testing in 

Term 2 students will use their own devices with their keyboards. 

For more information about NAPLAN visit:  http://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-

document-library/naplan-online-information-brochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf?sfvrsn=4 
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Multi age classes. 

As explained in our parent briefing sessions last 
year, from time to time schools may need to create 
a composite class that has two or more age groups 
in it. For example, a year 3/4 class or year 5/6 class. 
This usually arises from uneven numbers of, or 
sharp increases in student enrolments in one or 
more year groups.  

This is the case for Aspiri Primary School in 2019 as 
enrolment numbers, staff allocation and 
Department of Education class size limits see us 
needing to form a composite 1/2 class. There is no 
disadvantage to a child in a multiple age class and at 
times, it is seen as a benefit to children who 
participate. We will however, continue to 
endeavour to create single age groups where 
feasible, but we ask for parents understanding 
during this rapid growth stage for our school. 

Age groupings are nominally used for convenience 
in education systems to aggregate similar aged and 
developmental stage students. In the classroom 
however, there are always a range of ability levels; 
some as much as three years apart.  Each student’s 
level of ability is assessed and they are given 
tailored educational programs based on curriculum 
continuum, and placed in groups with other 
students according to similar needs. 

Classroom Information Sessions and Welcome BBQ 

On Wednesday 20 February 2019, we will be hosting 
Classroom Information Sessions and a Welcome 
BBQ.  Please see the flyer at the end of this 
newsletter for more details. 

Correct Contact details provided to the School. 

The fire in Harrisdale last week reminded us of the 
value our SMS messaging system to communicate 
with families in these type of events.   

However, there are a couple of things to note: 

 If your contact details are not up to date or 
accurate you will not receive these 
communications.  

 If you need to check your details or update 
them, please contact the friendly Front Office 
team. 

 SMS messages will only go to the main contact 
identified in your enrolment information.  
Families need to set up systems to forward 
information with each other in case of 
emergency. 

Up to date mobile phone and email details are 
essential as are your Emergency Contact details. 

Advanced Notice:   Aspiri Primary School Board. 

In term one 2019, the Interim School Board from 
2018 will be dissolved in order to make way for our 
permanent School Board. The Board will comprise 
the Principal, parents, staff and relevant community 
members or stakeholders (as identified by the 
Board). 

It is envisaged that we will have up to 8 parent and 
community representatives, 4 staff and two 
Administrators on our Board. 

Positions available will include parent membership 
for tenures of between 1 and 3 years. 

The President of the Board will be elected by the 
members and traditionally is from the parent 
representative group. 

These positions will be advertised to the whole 
Aspiri Primary School community in the coming 
weeks with elections- if required – facilitated by the 
Principal and completed before the end of term one 
2019. The Board will have its first meeting in early 
term two. It is planned that meetings will be held 
during the school day where possible. 

We urge all parents with an interest in representing 
the school community at this level to consider 
nominating. We will be encouraging diversity in our 
Board structure that incorporates male and female 
representation as well as representation across our 
many multicultural groups. 

Staff representatives will be elected via a separate 
process. 

Noel Morgan. Principal. 

 

 

 

 

The students were incredibly excited 

when the new playground opened on 

Monday. Nearly every child in the 

school was there to investigate; 

enjoying the opportunity to slide, climb, 

balance and traverse.   



Associate Principal’s Message  
 Welcome to our new Kindy 
and Pre Primary Parents 

Last week we welcomed 240 
Kindergarten children and their 
families, as well as a number of 
new Pre Primary students.  It 
has been my pleasure to meet 
you at the gate each morning 
and see so many smiling faces 
each day.   

The students have settled in well to school and are 
starting to learn school routines such as school bells, 
lining up, sitting on the mat, and where and when 
they can play inside and outside. 

At Aspiri Primary School, we have a play-based 
approach to Kindergarten.  This means that children 
have periods of time where the children lead the 
learning and receive 1:1 adult support during their 
play.  They also have other times where the teacher 
leads the learning with the whole class.   Our focus 
in Kindergarten is building oral language and 
vocabulary skills, develop phonemic awareness and 
learn about counting.   

We have a playful approach to Pre 
Primary.  Students in Pre Primary will start to 
develop more academic skills such as reading and 
writing, and mathematics. 

In the first couple of weeks of school, the teachers 
of Kindergarten and Pre Primary will be observing 
your child to see what they know and where they 
should target their teaching. 

On Entry Assessment Pre Primary, Yr 1 and Yr 2 

As part of the process of getting to know students, 
Pre Primary, Year 1 and Year 2 teachers will be 
holding ‘interviews’ with your child to find out what 
they already know and can do in literacy and 
numeracy.    During this time they will be 
completing the WA On Entry Assessment.  This 
assessment gives teachers information so that they 
can plan their teaching to specifically target your 
child’s needs.   To enable teachers to conduct this 
assessment, they may be released from class.  Once 
the assessment is completed you will receive a 
summary of what they can do and how you can 
support them.  

 

All children are different and develop differently.  In 
any class, students will have a range of 
abilities.   Whilst your child is grouped into a class 
based on their age, teachers carefully design their 
day to ensure that each child receives instruction 
suited to their ability level.   

For information on the assessment and how you 
can help your child at home please click on the link 
http://det.wa.edu.au/educationalmeasurement/det
cms/navigation/on-entry/information-for-parents/ 

School Hours and Routines 

8.25am  - Gates open 

8.30am  - Classrooms open 

8.40am  - School starts  

8.50am  - Gates close  

(Please note if you arrive after 8.50am your child 
will be late and will need to go to the office to 
collect a late slip). 

All visitors to school are asked to arrive via the Front 
Office and sign in and then sign out upon departure. 

2.30pm  - Gates open 

2.40pm  - School finishes 

3.00pm   - Gates are closed  

Please note: Students are not permitted to play in 
the school grounds before school (this includes the 
play equipment and sandpits).  Please do not walk 
on the sandpit covers. Students should proceed 
directly to their classrooms.   

When picking your child up from the classroom in 
the afternoon, we thank you for not sitting or 
standing directly outside classrooms when you are 
waiting to collect them. At Aspiri Primary School, 
your child and their learning is at the centre of 
every decision we make. When groups of parents 
stand or sit directly outside the classroom talking, 
young children find it very hard to concentrate and 
hear what the teacher is saying. 

Whilst we understand that this may be an 
inconvenience to you, it is important to us to make 
sure that our teachers can make the most out of 
every minute with your child and that we ensure 
your child has the best opportunity to learn.  If you 
need to sit down please use the seats located in the 
main playground or around the library while you are 
waiting. 
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Aspiri Primary School is an Allergy Aware School  

Aspiri Primary School is an allergy aware school as 
are all other public schools in the state. 

Allergy aware means we put in place the following 
processes to reduce the risk of exposure for people 
with food allergy: 

1. All staff are trained to recognise anaphylaxis 
symptoms, to respond quickly to use an Epipen 
effectively. 

2. Adults supervise young children who are eating. 

3. Individuals with food allergy don’t trade or share 
food, food utensils, or food containers. 

4. Young children with food allergies eat in a 
designated area while at school to help minimize 
the risk of cross contamination. 

5. Food-allergic children should only eat food 
which parents have approved. 

6. The use of food in crafts and cooking classes are 
modified or restricted depending on the 
allergies of the children. 

7. Ingredients of food brought in for special events 
by the school community, served in school 
cafeterias, or provided by catering companies 
should be clearly identified. 

8. All children wash their hands with soap and 
water before and after eating.  

9. Surfaces such as tables, toys, etc. should be 
carefully cleaned of contaminating foods. 

10. The entire student population is educated 
regarding the seriousness of anaphylaxis and be 
taught how to help their peers. This could be 
achieved through general awareness sessions in 
an assembly or a special health lesson. 

11. Parents are discouraged from packing food with 
common allergens in their child’s 
lunch.   Common food allergens include peanuts, 
tree nuts, fish and crustaceans, or eggs. 

The implementation of blanket food bans or 
attempts to prohibit the entry of food substances 
into schools is not recommended. Schools are 
strongly advised not to make claims that their 
school is ‘peanut free’ as this is impossible to 
guarantee.  For further information please see 
http://www.allergy.org.au 

 

Short Term Use of Medication (up to two weeks) 

For administration of short term prescribed 
medication such as a course of antibiotics, our 
school requires written authority from 
parents/carers.   

This authority must be provided by completing an 
Administration of Medication form. These forms 
can be obtained from the administration office.  

Note: 

 The medication should be delivered to school 
office by the parent/caregiver.  Your child will be 
required to come to the office to receive the 
medication.   

 Medication should not be kept in school bags or 
in classrooms (unless a healthcare plan is in 
place i.e. Epi pens) 

 The medication must be clearly labelled with the 
child’s name and provided in packaging from the 
pharmacy or the manufacturer.  The medication 
should be provided in the correct quantity. 

 Documentation must be signed and dated by a 
parent or carer and provided to the school with 
the medication. 

 Medication that has not been prescribed by a 
doctor will not be applied.  This includes creams, 
alternative therapies etc. 

Long Term Use of Medication 

If you require the school to administer medication 
to your child for a period of more than two weeks, 
and if you have not already done so, you may need 
to complete a Student Health Care Summary and a 
Management/Emergency Response Plan for your 
child’s particular health need.  In most instances, 
this documentation will have been completed when 
you enrolled your child or as part of the school’s 
process for updating student health care records.  If 
this is not the case, please contact the school as 
soon as possible.  
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Classroom Information Sessions and Welcome BBQ 

Wednesday 20 February, 2019 

Classroom Information Sessions  

4.30 – 5.00pm Kindergarten and Pre Primary Sessions 

5.00 – 5.30pm Year 1 – 3 Sessions 

5.30 – 6.00pm Year 4 – 6 Sessions 

This session will give parents the opportunity to meet the teachers, learn about how the 

classroom works and what students will be learning during the year.  There will be 

important information shared that will help you to support your child as they start their 

educational journey.  

If you are bringing your children to the Classroom Information Sessions, please ensure they 

are with you at all times.  No children will be allowed in the playground whilst their parents 

attend the session.  

* Please note: These sessions are designed to give a general overview of the classroom 

program.  If you have specific questions about your child and their learning, you will need to 

make an appointment at another time.  

5:30pm – 6:30 – Welcome BBQ 

Please join us at the conclusion of the Information Sessions for a BBQ to welcome you to 

our new school and celebrate its’ opening.  The BBQ will be held on the lawn in front of the 

undercover area.  This will be an opportunity to meet other parents and all school staff.  

Halal food will be available at this event.            

BYO camp chairs/picnic blankets.                                               No alcohol please. 
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